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ment was strong enough to attempt a solution of the problem
on a national scale — but they served as an indication of the
struggle between the agricultural 'improvers' and the
' Goths and Vandals ' (as Arthur Young termed the back-
ward farmers) of the open fields. The failure to handle the
commons on a uniform principle, which might have safe-
guarded the interests of the poor, resulted in a policy of
piecemeal encroachment which left behind it a permanent
legacy of bitterness.
Methods of It remains to speak of the methods of enclosure. There
^tindi-: was' ^rs* °^ a^' the measures taken by individuals. The lord's
viduai right to occupy waste land was recognized by the Statute of
acilon- Merton (1235), and the exercise of this right of approvement,
as it was called, created a fertile source of controversy *.
The enclosure of the commons by the arbitrary action of the'
lords had been an outstanding feature of the agrarian move-
ment in the sixteenth century, and it was a frequent occur-
rence in the following century 2. Under the Commonwealth
the Diggers protested against the ' Norman tyranny ' :
" Let the common people have their commons and waste
lands freed. . . . Break the Norman yoke of lords of manors.
„ . . Seeing you took away the will of the King from enslav-
ing lords of manors, take away the will of lords of manors
from enslaving the common people ". They claimed that
' the common people ' had a true right to dig, plough up and
dwell upon the commons since the whole land of England
was ' a common treasury ' to every one born in the land 3.
The lord also had it in his power to enclose his own demesne 4,
which sometimes lay dispersed in strips over the open fields ;
the effect was to deprive the villagers of ' common of shack ',
that is, the right to graze their cattle on the arable fields after
harvest. Among the open-field farmers the practice of
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